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Hugh and Mary Starke Celebrate 50th Anniversary
On June 10th of 1957, Mary
Watson from Maine met Hugh
Starke from New Jersey, while
working as summer missionaries
with the American Sunday
School Union. The two college
students spent the summer working with VBS programs and as
camp counselors.
Both were attending Bible
colleges (Dad at Barrington Bible
College in Rhode Island, and
Mom at New Brunswick Bible
Institute in Canada) that did not
allow students to be married or
become engaged while attending. So a long distance two year
courtship began between the
two.
Mom says that Dad would
have a countdown on the top

right hand corner of each letter
with the number of days till they
graduated and could be married.
They married June 6, 1959
and celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary at the
Keeseville Independent Baptist
Church with friends and family
attending the celebration.
Their favorite Bible verse
printed on the programs given
out to those who attended sum
up their lives really well:
Luke 1:74-75
“That he would grant unto us,
that we….might serve Him
without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before Him, all
the days of our life.

“

You Can Go Home Again!
No matter how long you’ve been
away from home…..some things
never change. The grass still
needs to be cut, dishes still need
to washed and the wood won’t
bring itself in.
I fell back into my old household
chores almost immediately. Mom

Inside this issue:

had lots of things for me to do to
get ready for their anniversary
celebration including downloading lyrics to some of their
favorite songs.
Dad had me help him with his
computer. It was good to be
home!
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Opportunities to share my ministry
One of the great things
about going back to my
home town is being able
to share the ministry of
Equipping The Saints.
I am very thankful to
Pastor Dick Hoff of the
Westport Bible Church for
allowing me the opportunity to speak at both
services on Sunday.

I was able to speak at
Westport Bible Church
about ETS.

I was able to share a
power point presentation
with the congregation that
featured several problems

of missionaries
worldwide that we were able to
solve
with
needed
resources or supplies.
ETS also does a lot of
networking and connecting needs with suppliers.
We recently finished a
revised edition of the
Missionary
Resource
Directory that features
goods and services for
missionaries.
I am always surprised at
the missionaries and

ministries that come
through our door on a
daily basis.
I am able to do this
ministry only because of
the financial support I
receive from churches
and individuals.
I am
required to raise my own
living expenses and am
very grateful for those of
you that have chosen to
partner with me. Thank
you for your prayers and
financial aid.

Strawberry Short Cake Anyone?
You don’t have
to be short to
love
Strawberry
Short Cake!

One of the last minute
tasks that had to be
completed before my
parents anniversary party
was preparing and cutting
up strawberries for
strawberry short cake.

50th anniversary.

Mom had bought the
berries from a local berry
farm. They were really
good but took a whole
crew to get them ready to
feed about 85 people that
came to celebrate their

You definitely missed
some good food and lots
of fun!

Many thanks for all the
hard work from friends
and family that made the
celebration a special
event.

Meet my Family
Here we are all
together celebrating
my parents Golden
Anniversary. Pictured
from Left to Right:
Brothers Dave (back
row) and Jimmy, Sister
Ruth, Me, Mom and
Dad.

Dessert anyone?

JUNE 2009

Page 3

Gideon’s Meeting
If you have ever
checked into a hotel or
motel and found a Bible
in one of the drawers then
you know about the
ministry of the Gideons.
I have been a member
of this particular Camp for
over 25 years and it is
always great to see everyone any time I am
home.
The
Gideons
International
is
an
Interdenominational

association of Christian
business and professional
men who are members of
Protestant/evangelical
churches. Its members
are dedicated to saving
the lost through personal
witnessing and the
distribution of God's Word
in more than 180
countries around the
world.
I am proud to be a member of this organization.

Me with the Clinton County Camp of the Gideons
in Plattsburg, New York

Your Opportunity to Help
I hope you have enjoyed John’s Journal and
will join my support team.
The roller skating rink
where I was working part
time was sold and I no
longer work there, so I am
now without the $200 of
extra income.
My needs are minimal
but I need to raise $600
more a month. My current support level is about
$750 a month.

I am so grateful for
those who already help
me but I could use more
partners to come join my
team with prayers and
monthly support.
Please know I am
aware of the economic
hard times hitting everyone. I realize that you
have many agencies and
groups asking you for
your money.
I only ask that you

pr ayerfully
consider
helping me financially.
Your monthly support
would be a great load
lifted from my shoulders.
Thank you in advance
for your prayers and for
your consideration.
No donation is too
small that God can not
multiply it.

John

Keeseville Independent Baptist Church
A big thank you to the
Keeseville Independent
Baptist
Church
in
Keeseville, NY.
I was able to speak to the
congregation
on
Wednesday night and
answer questions about
Equipping The Saints.
This church sent their
youth group to ETS in
2004. We had a great

time with them and they
helped us
load a
container.
Thank you to Pastor Russ
O’Neill for the opportunity
to speak and for allowing
my parents to celebrate
their anniversary at the
church.

“Come join my
team with your
prayers and
your monthly
support” John

John’s Journal
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Equipping The Saints
1254 Keezletown Road
Weyers Cave, VA 24486
Phone: 540-234-6222
Fax: 540-234-6262
Email: ets.usa@hotmail.com
Website : www.etsusa.org

Since 1991, Equipping The Saints has been in the
resourcing ministry, taking donated and used items
and getting them in the hands of US and international ministries that desperately need them.
We buy new and used items at overstocked prices
or at close out sales. We also buy items from government surplus sites and from other on-line locations.

“for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up”

Meet John Starke
John Starke came to
ETS from New York,
where he attended Word
of Life Bible Institute.
John initially volunteered
at ETS before coming on
staff in 1999. He has a
sharp eye for details and
oversees our shipping
and data base entries.
Affectionately referred to
as
“John
the
Baptist” (because he is a
Baptist), he manages

our on-line light bulb
sales and purchasing of
Spanish materials.
He is very familiar with
all our book titles and
knows exactly where
each is located. He also
helps with the technical
aspects of our publications and mailings.
John is the friendly voice
that answers our phone
as well as serving as our
cashier.

Email John at
John@etsusa.org

